Summary:
This sermon begins a new Easter series called 'Miracles So That You May Believe,' focusing on the miracles recorded in John's Gospel to deepen our faith in Jesus Christ. The opening message examines Jesus's first miracle at the wedding in Cana, where He turned water into wine. The pastor emphasizes that this miracle reveals the fullness and all-encompassing nature of Jesus's salvation, showing that there is no area of our lives that we cannot fully trust to Jesus. The sermon explores three fundamentals: salvation comes under no human obligation, it is experienced only through obedience to Jesus, and it is overflowingly satisfying. The miracle demonstrates that Jesus doesn't just give us crumbs but provides abundance in every aspect of our lives, transforming our shame into fame and our mistakes into opportunities for His glory to be revealed.
Intro Prayer:
Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and learn more about who Jesus is through His miraculous works, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want us to receive from this time together. Help us to set aside any distractions or preconceived notions, and make us receptive to the truths You want to reveal to us about Your Son. We pray that through the power of Your Holy Spirit, You would speak to each person here according to their specific needs and circumstances. May this time together draw us closer to You and deepen our faith in Jesus Christ. In His precious name we pray, Amen.
Ice Breaker:
What's the most memorable wedding you've ever attended, and what made it special or unforgettable?
Key Verses:
· John 2:1-12
· John 20:30-31
· John 10:10
· 2 Corinthians 5:17
Questions:
· Why do you think Jesus chose a wedding celebration for His first miracle? What does this tell us about how Jesus views our everyday lives and celebrations?
· Mary approached Jesus with her problem even though He had never performed a miracle before. What does this teach us about bringing our concerns to Jesus, even when we're not sure how He'll respond?
· Jesus told Mary 'My hour has not yet come,' yet He still performed the miracle. How do you reconcile God's timing with our immediate needs and desires?
· The sermon mentions that Jesus's salvation comes 'under no human obligation.' How does this challenge our tendency to think we need to earn God's favor?
· Mary told the servants to 'do whatever He tells you.' What areas of your life do you find it most difficult to follow this advice?
· Jesus didn't just provide wine - He provided the best wine. How have you experienced God's abundance rather than just meeting your basic needs?
· The water jars used for ceremonial cleansing were transformed to hold the best wine. What does this symbolize about the difference between religious ritual and relationship with Jesus?
· How can we apply the principle of 'ordinary obedience leading to extraordinary results' in our daily walk with Christ?
Life Application:
This week, identify one area of your life where you've been hesitant to fully trust Jesus - perhaps a relationship, financial concern, career decision, or personal struggle. Practice 'doing whatever He tells you' by seeking His guidance through prayer and Scripture, then taking one concrete step of obedience in that area, trusting that He cares about every aspect of your life.
Key Takeaways:
· Jesus's first miracle reveals the fullness and all-encompassing nature of His salvation - there's no area of our lives He doesn't care about
· God's salvation comes under no human obligation - not through our merit, timing, or distinctions
· The fullness of Jesus's salvation is experienced only through obedience to Him
· Jesus provides overflowing abundance, not just crumbs - He transforms our shame into fame and our mistakes into opportunities for His glory
· Jesus turns ordinary obedience into extraordinary results, making all things new in our lives
Ending Prayer:
Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing Yourself to us through this miracle at Cana. We're amazed that You care about every detail of our lives, from our greatest needs to our everyday concerns. Help us to trust You more fully, knowing that You don't just give us what we need to get by, but You provide abundantly beyond what we could ask or imagine. Give us the faith to bring all our concerns to You, and the obedience to do whatever You tell us, even when we don't understand Your timing or methods. Transform the ordinary areas of our lives into extraordinary testimonies of Your goodness and grace. May we live this week with deeper belief in who You are and what You've done for us. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
