Summary:
In this Palm Sunday sermon from John 6:1-15, the pastor explores the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000 to distinguish between being a mere fan of Jesus versus being a true follower. The message emphasizes that while thousands gathered to witness Jesus's miracles with Moses and the Passover on their minds, they wanted Jesus to be their earthly king and deliverer from Roman oppression. However, Jesus is not a puppet for human desires but the provider for all human needs. The pastor warns against three characteristics of fans: following Jesus only for signs and miracles, following only for what Jesus says that benefits them, and wanting to make Jesus a soldier king. In contrast, true followers understand who Jesus is - the far greater Moses, the Son of God who delivers from eternal slavery to sin and death, not just temporary earthly problems. The sermon challenges listeners to examine whether they approach Jesus with worldly calculations or with faith in His unlimited power. Using examples from David and Goliath, the pastor emphasizes that there are no dead ends with Jesus, and believers should trust in God's ability to make a way where there seems to be none. The message concludes with a call to become more like Christ rather than the worldly kings and puppets of this world, living with courageous faith in God's sovereignty.
Intro Prayer:
Heavenly Father, as we gather together on this Palm Sunday to study Your Word, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to move beyond being mere fans of Jesus and become true followers who trust in You completely. Lord, we pray that You would reveal to us any areas where we might be treating You as a puppet for our desires rather than recognizing You as the provider of all our needs. Give us ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts that are willing to be transformed by Your truth. We ask this in Jesus' name, Amen.
Ice Breaker:
What's one piece of merchandise or clothing item you own that shows you're a fan of something (a sports team, vacation spot, hobby, etc.), and what drew you to become a fan of that thing?
Key Verses:
· John 6:1-15
· Romans 8:7
· Romans 8:32
· 1 Corinthians 15:14
· Isaiah 53
Questions:
· What's the difference between being a fan of Jesus and being a follower of Jesus? Which category do you think you fall into and why?
· The crowd wanted to make Jesus king by force after witnessing the miracle. How do we sometimes try to force Jesus into roles we want Him to play in our lives?
· Philip calculated that it would take half a year's wages to feed the crowd, while Andrew pointed out the inadequacy of the boy's lunch. How do you tend to approach problems - with 'worldly calculations' or with faith in God's power?
· The pastor mentioned that fans follow Jesus for His signs, His sayings that benefit them, and to make Him their soldier king. Which of these tendencies do you struggle with most?
· How does understanding Jesus as 'the far greater Moses' change your perspective on who He is and what He's done for you?
· The message states that 'there are no dead ends with Jesus.' Can you think of a time when you felt at a dead end? How might this truth apply to current challenges you're facing?
· What does it mean that Jesus is the 'provider for all human needs' rather than the 'puppet for all human desires'? How can we align our prayers and expectations with this truth?
· The pastor challenged us to become 'more like the God we serve rather than the kings of this world.' What would this look like practically in your daily life?
Life Application:
This week, examine your relationship with Jesus honestly. Identify one area where you might be treating Him as a puppet for your desires rather than trusting Him as your provider. Choose one current problem or challenge you're facing and instead of approaching it with 'worldly calculations,' spend time in prayer asking God to show you His perspective and trusting that there are no dead ends with Jesus. Practice surrendering your desired outcome to God's will.
Key Takeaways:
· Jesus is the provider for all human needs, not a puppet for human desires
· Fans follow Jesus for signs, beneficial sayings, and to make Him their earthly king, while followers trust in who Jesus is as the Son of God
· There are no dead ends with Jesus - He can make a way where there seems to be no way
· We should approach life's problems with faith in God's power rather than worldly calculations
· Jesus is the far greater Moses who delivers us from eternal slavery to sin and death, not just temporary earthly problems
Ending Prayer:
Lord Jesus, thank You for this time of studying Your Word together. We pray that You would help us to be authentic followers, not just fans. Transform our hearts to trust in You as our provider and king, rather than trying to make You fit our own desires and plans. When we face challenges this week, remind us that there are no dead ends with You. Help us to approach our problems with faith in Your unlimited power rather than worldly thinking. Make us more like You - people of grace and truth who fight not with the weapons of this world, but with courageous faith in Your sovereignty. We surrender our lives to You as our true King. In Your mighty name we pray, Amen.
