Summary
Pastor Jesse delivers the seventh message in the 'First Things First' series, focusing on Highview Church's commitment to reaching the next generation for Christ. Drawing from Psalm 78, he emphasizes that believers have a natural tendency to pass on what they value most to younger generations, and as Christians, we should be passionate about raising up the next generation in the name and ways of Jesus. The sermon highlights that when we prioritize reaching the next generation, we impact not only those we see but also future generations through God's transformative power. Pastor Jesse outlines practical ways to accomplish this mission: teaching Scripture, telling stories of God's salvation, and exposing the trappings of sin so the next generation doesn't repeat the same mistakes.
Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and minds, ready to receive what You have for us in this time together. We ask that You would speak to each person in this group according to their needs and help us to be receptive to Your Holy Spirit's leading. Lord, give us wisdom and understanding as we discuss Your Word, and help us to encourage one another in our faith. May our time together draw us closer to You and to each other. We pray this in Jesus' name, Amen.
Ice Breaker
What's something valuable or meaningful that was passed down to you from an older generation in your family - whether it's a physical item, a tradition, a skill, or a piece of wisdom?
Key Verses
· Psalm 78:1-3
· Psalm 78:7-8
· Deuteronomy 6:4-9
· John 1:1-5
· 1 Corinthians 10
Questions
· Pastor Jesse mentioned that we naturally pass on what we value most to the next generation. What are some things you've found yourself naturally teaching or sharing with younger people in your life?
· According to Psalm 78:7-8, what are the two main outcomes when we successfully reach the next generation for Christ? How have you seen this play out in real life?
· The sermon emphasized teaching Scripture, telling stories of God's salvation, and exposing sin's trappings. Which of these three approaches do you feel most comfortable with, and which challenges you the most?
· Pastor Jesse shared statistics about youth suicide and mental health crises, attributing much of it to young people being told their worth comes from human distinctions rather than Jesus. How can we practically communicate to young people that their worth comes from Christ alone?
· The message called for prayer that the next generation would know 'Jesus and His way is the best way for their life.' What are some specific ways of Jesus that you've found to be genuinely better than the world's alternatives?
· How does understanding that our efforts to reach one generation can impact multiple future generations change your perspective on investing in young people?
· The sermon mentioned that churches sometimes let trivial preferences (carpet stains, wall scuffs, music styles) hinder reaching the next generation. What are some preferences we might need to sacrifice to better connect with younger generations?
· Pastor Jesse emphasized the need for more pastors and ministry leaders from the next generation. How can we as a church family encourage and support young people who might be called to ministry?
Life Application
This week, identify one specific young person in your life (whether a family member, neighbor, or someone at church) and commit to praying for them daily. Additionally, look for one practical opportunity to invest in their spiritual growth - whether through a conversation, sharing your testimony, or simply showing Christ's love through your actions. Consider how you can be intentional about passing on your faith rather than leaving it to chance.
Key Takeaways
· We naturally pass on what we value most to the next generation, so as Christians we should be passionate about raising up young people in the name and ways of Jesus
· When we prioritize reaching the next generation, we impact not only those we can see but also future generations through God's transformative power
· Our approach should include three key elements: teaching Scripture, telling stories of God's salvation, and exposing the trappings of sin
· The next generation needs to know their ultimate worth comes from Jesus alone, not from human distinctions or worldly achievements
· We must pray for and actively participate in God's mission to reach young people, being willing to sacrifice our preferences for the sake of the gospel
Ending Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for the reminder that You have called us to be intentional about reaching the next generation. Help us to see young people through Your eyes and to have hearts that are passionate about their spiritual growth. Give us wisdom to know how to invest in their lives, courage to share our faith, and willingness to sacrifice our preferences for the sake of the gospel. We pray for the young people in our families, our church, and our community - that they would come to know their worth in You, trust in Your goodness, and follow Your will for their lives. Raise up leaders and pastors from among them, Lord. Use us as instruments in Your hands to impact not just this generation, but generations to come. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
