
Hope Under Pressure: 1st Peter 
Why Does God  

Allow Christians to Suffer?  
Scripture: 1st Peter 4:1-19 

Big Question: Why does God allow Christians to suffer?  
Big Idea: Believers know that the reason for their suffering and their response to their 
suffering should point people to Jesus.  
Introduction: Buc-ee-’s and a Christian Beacon of Hope  

The Way that Christians Should Suffer 
●​ V. #1-6 Believers know they will face sufferings but they are not mastered by sin   
●​ V. #7-11 Believers know that the way that they suffer matters.  

○​ Sober-minded, Together, In Love, In God’s Strength, Through God’s Word  
●​ V. #12-19 The wrong way to suffer 

○​ Selfishly 
○​ Sinfully  
○​ Stupidily  

The way God Uses a Christians Suffering  
●​ As training in obedience (Heb. 5:7-8)  
●​ As testings in patience (Rom. 5:3)  
●​ To tackle pride (2nd Cor. 12:7-9)  
●​ To teach His ways (Ps. 119:65-71)  
●​ As a testimony of comfort to others (2nd Cor. 1:3-4)  
●​ Trials encourage our faith (4:17)  

Applications: How do I take possession of this message and live it out in my life?  
●​ Know what it means to truly stand out for Jesus.  

○​ Not a Jesus fish or WWJD bracelet  
●​ Know where it means the most to stand out for Jesus 

○​ In church… before the lost  
●​ Know who we commit ourselves and sufferings to.  

○​ V. #19 The FAITHFUL Creator and redeemer of the world  
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 

they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

1st Peter 4:11 


