Summary:

This sermon explores the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19, emphasizing that Jesus came to seek and save the lost. The pastor contrasts Zacchaeus with the rich young ruler, showing how Zacchaeus overcame barriers to encounter Jesus despite his reputation as a despised tax collector. The message highlights that salvation comes not through our works but through recognizing Jesus as Lord and trusting in what He has done for us on the cross.

Intro Prayer:

Gracious heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to Your Spirit's leading and to see ourselves honestly in light of Your truth. May we not be distracted by our own preconceptions or pride, but instead be humble and eager to learn from You. Guide our discussion and help us to encourage one another as we grow in our understanding of Your love and grace. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker:

What's one Christmas tradition from your childhood that you remember most fondly, and why was it special to you?

Key Verses:

· Luke 19:1-10
· Luke 18:18-27
· Luke 19:10

Questions:

1. What do you think motivated Zacchaeus to go to such lengths (climbing a tree) to see Jesus, especially given his wealth and status in the community?
2. How do you think the crowd's attitude toward Zacchaeus affected his ability to approach Jesus, and what does this teach us about barriers people face today when seeking God?
3. Compare and contrast the rich young ruler's response to Jesus with Zacchaeus's response. What made the difference in their outcomes?
4. The pastor mentioned four things that can keep us from seeing our need for Jesus: riches, regrets, ridicule, and sin. Which of these do you think is most challenging for people in our culture today?
5. What significance do you see in Jesus inviting Himself to Zacchaeus's house rather than waiting to be invited?
6. How did Zacchaeus's actions after meeting Jesus (giving to the poor, making restitution) demonstrate the genuineness of his faith transformation?
7. The sermon emphasizes that salvation comes from calling Jesus 'Lord' rather than just 'good teacher.' What's the difference, and why does it matter?
8. How does the truth that 'Jesus came to seek and save the lost' change how we should view ourselves and others who seem far from God?

Life Application:

This week, identify someone in your life who might seem 'unlikely' to be interested in Jesus (perhaps someone with a bad reputation or who seems hostile to faith). Pray for them daily and look for an opportunity to show them Christ's love through your actions or words. Consider how you might be like the crowds who kept Zacchaeus from Jesus, and instead be someone who helps remove barriers for others to encounter Christ.



Key Takeaways:

· Jesus actively seeks out those who are lost and separated from God by sin, regardless of their reputation or past
· Salvation comes through recognizing Jesus as Lord and trusting in His work on the cross, not through our own good deeds or efforts
· We must not let our wealth, regrets, fear of ridicule, or sin keep us from seeking and serving Jesus
· True transformation is evidenced by a changed life that seeks to make things right with others
· The reason Jesus came to earth was to seek and save the lost - this is the heart of the Christmas message

Ending Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for this time of fellowship and study in Your Word. We are amazed by Your grace that seeks us out even when we are lost, stuck in sin, or feel unworthy of Your love. Help us to live as people who have been found by You - transformed, grateful, and eager to share Your love with others. Give us courage to reach out to those who seem far from You, remembering that You came to seek and save the lost. May we be instruments of Your grace in removing barriers rather than creating them. As we go from this place, help us to live out the truth that Jesus is Lord of our lives. In His precious name we pray, Amen.

