Discussion Guide

Summary:
This sermon concludes a 10-week study of First Peter, focusing on how Christians can live out their living hope in a hostile world. The pastor uses the analogy of learning the word game Wordle to introduce four foundational practices for standing firm in faith: placing ourselves under godly authority, practicing humility, maintaining Christlike alertness against Satan's attacks, and surrounding ourselves with godly companions. The message emphasizes that these practices work together to help believers resist the devil and live distinctively as followers of Christ, even amid suffering and opposition.

Intro Prayer:
Heavenly Father, as we gather together to study Your Word and learn from this message about standing firm in our faith, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to be humble and receptive to Your truth, and give us the wisdom to apply these foundational practices to our daily lives. May Your Holy Spirit guide our discussion and draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker:
What's something new you've learned recently that required practice and patience to master?

Key Verses:
· 1 Peter 5:1-4
· 1 Peter 5:5-7
· 1 Peter 5:8-9
· 1 Peter 5:12-14

Questions:
· What characteristics should we look for in godly shepherds and church leaders according to this passage?
· Why is humility described as something we must 'clothe ourselves' in rather than something that comes naturally?
· How does the image of Satan as a 'roaring lion' help us understand the nature of spiritual attacks we face?
· What's the difference between blatant sins and the 'silent sins' that the pastor warns about? Can you give examples?
· How do the four foundational practices (godly authority, humility, alertness, godly surroundings) work together to strengthen our faith?
· Peter wrote this letter while facing persecution in 'Babylon' (Rome). How does knowing that the early church faced similar struggles encourage us today?
· What role does community play in helping us stand firm in our faith, especially during difficult times?
· How can we practically 'seek discernment from the Holy Spirit' in our daily decision-making?

Life Application:
This week, identify one area where you need to strengthen your spiritual foundation. Choose one of the four practices (godly authority, humility, alertness, or godly community) and take a specific step to grow in that area. This might involve finding a mentor, practicing humility in a relationship, being more alert to spiritual attacks, or deepening your connection with fellow believers.

Key Takeaways:
· We must place ourselves under godly authority - shepherds who feed us God's Word and serve willingly rather than for personal gain
· Humility is not natural but must be intentionally practiced, following Christ's example of humble service
· Satan attacks stealthily like a prowling lion, so we need alert minds to recognize both blatant and subtle spiritual dangers
· We are not meant to face spiritual battles alone but should surround ourselves with faithful believers who share our pursuit of Christ
· The ultimate source of direction must always be God's Word, supplemented by discipline from fellow believers and discernment from the Holy Spirit

Ending Prayer:
Lord Jesus, thank You for giving us these foundational practices to help us stand firm in our faith. Help us to seek godly leadership, clothe ourselves in humility, stay alert to the enemy's schemes, and surround ourselves with faithful believers. As we face the challenges of living as Christians in a hostile world, remind us that we are not alone - You are with us, and we have the support of Your church. Give us wisdom to apply these truths to our lives and strength to persevere in our living hope. May we be lights in this dark world, pointing others to You. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.

