Summary

This sermon from First Peter 2:11-17 addresses the fundamental question of where Christians find their
ultimate freedom - in God or government. Pastor emphasizes that while believers are called to honor
governmental authorities, they must only find true freedom in God. The message was delivered during a
time when early Christians faced severe persecution under Emperor Nero, yet Peter instructed them to
wage war against sin rather than against human authorities. Christians are described as "foreigners and
exiles" in thisworld, called to live such good lives that even their accusers might see their good deeds and
glorify God. The sermon concludes with four practical applications: respect everyone, honor the emperor,
love fellow believers, and fear God above all.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Y our Word, we ask that Y ou would open our hearts
and minds to what Y ou want to teach us. Help usto set aside our preconceived notions and worldly
distractions so that we might hear clearly from Y ou. We pray that through our discussion, Y ou would
reveal to each of uswhat Y ou desire for our lives and how we can better live as Y our people in thisworld.
Guide our conversation and help us to encourage one another in our faith. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

| ce Breaker

What's one thing you're looking forward to most about the upcoming holiday season?

Key Verses

1. 1 Peter 2:11-17
2. John 16:33

3. John 15:18-19
4. Romans 13:1
5. Matthew 10:28

Questions

1. What does it mean to be "foreigners and exiles' in this world as Christians? How should this
identity shape our daily lives?

2. Peter wrote these instructions while Christians were suffering under Emperor Nero's persecution.
How does this historical context change your understanding of the passage?

3. The sermon asks whether we find our freedom in God or government. What are some practical ways
we might be tempted to look to government for ultimate freedom?

4. How can we "wage war against sin" rather than against people or authorities we disagree with?
What does this ook like practically?



5. Peter calls usto "live such good lives among the pagans" that they see our good deeds and glorify
God. What are some specific ways we can do thisin our communities?

6. How do we balance honoring governmental authorities while maintaining that our ultimate
alegianceisto God?

7. The sermon mentions that Christians should not be surprised when they face troubles for living for
Jesus. How can we prepare ourselves mentally and spiritually for potential opposition?

8. What does it mean to "fear God" in everything, and how does this relate to our interactions with
worldly authorities?

Life Application

Thisweek, identify one area where you might be looking to government, politics, or worldly systems for
security or freedom instead of God. Commit to praying about this area daily and ask God to help you
transfer your trust from that worldly system to Him. Additionally, look for one practical way to show
honor and respect to someone in authority over you, even if you disagree with them.

Key Takeaways

1. Christians are called to honor government authorities while finding ultimate freedom only in God
2. Our primary battle is against sin, not against flesh and blood or human authorities

3. Asforeigners and exilesin this world, we should expect difficulties but respond with good deeds
that point othersto God

4. We must respect everyone, honor leaders, love fellow believers, and fear God above all

5. True freedom comes through Jesus Christ and cannot be taken away by any earthly authority

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank Y ou for the reminder that Y ou are our ultimate King and the source of our true freedom.
Help usthisweek to live as Y our people - honoring those in authority over us while keeping our hearts
anchored in Y ou alone. When we face challenges or opposition, remind us that our battle is against sin, not
against people. Give us wisdom to show respect to all people, love for our fellow believers, and a healthy
fear of You that guides all our decisions. May our lives shine so brightly with Y our goodness that others
would see our good deeds and give glory to Y ou. We pray thisin Y our precious name, Amen.



