
The Stories Jesus Told (Series) 
The Real Lost Son     

Scripture: Luke 15:25-32   
Installation Sunday at High View  

Big Question: What does Jesus teach us through the example of the older son?  
Big Idea: Regardless of the way or weight of our sin… God’s grace is greater still.  
Introduction: The 7 Year Olds & the 4 Year Olds  

More alike than we think   
●​ V. #25 Both sons are searching 
●​ V. #26-27 Neither son shows the heart of the father.  
●​ V. #28-30 Both sons have sinned grievously against the father.  
●​ V. #31-32 Both sons are shown the same gift of the father’s grace.  

 
Applications: How do I take possession of this message and live it out in my life?  

●​ Stop living like a slave when God wants you to live as a son (or daughter) 
○​ It is for freedom that we have been saved… not by merit  

●​ Stop attempting to be God’s security guard when God wants you to be His sign post.   
○​ Sign post holds a message… security guards enforce a message  

●​ Remember that God is not oppressive but offers all of Himself 
○​ The father didn’t want any of the suffering that the sons choice for themselves  

●​ Remember with our privileged position also comes a privileged purpose.  
○​ We not only know Jesus… but we know what Jesus wants us to do…  

 
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had 
to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost 

and is found.’” 
Luke 15:31-32 

 
 
 
 


